MINUTES of Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii

Call to order: An executive membership meeting of the Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party on October 10, 2012. The meeting convened at 6:16pm, Chair Lynn Sager presiding, and Lisa Rey as secretary.

Executive Committee members present: 

Lynn Sager, Mike DeWeert, Mary Guinger, Anthony Austin, Cynthia Rezentes, Lisa Rey, Juanita Kawamoto, Charley Ice, Allen Burdick, online Robin Kaye, Phil Barnes. 

Subcommittee chairs present: 

Bill Sager, Mike DeWeert, Juanita Kawamoto

Others present: Josh Frost

Called to Order at 6:16pm by Lynn Sager

1. Minutes of August 8, 2012 and July 25, 2012 were accepted and approved.

2. Mike DeWeert is nominated by Lynn Sager and appointed with unanimous approval as Treasurer. 

3. Report by Phil Barnes- 
· Phil recommends we support for senate District Puna, Russell Rudderman - owner of Island Naturals health food chain, democratic candidate strong on energy and supports localized energy and opposed to undersea cable.
· Bill Sager also supports and recommends him.
· Phil testified at the PEIS Hearing on Sept. 14
· Everyone present was in favor of local islands being energy independent 
4. Robin Kaye Report-
· No one is in favor of big wind- we will have to be watching to see what the impact will be when the EIS Statement comes out- ecological self sustainable lab - CNBC
· Heco has submitted draft RFP , 200 megawatts from any island that can supply it.
· Sales agreement between Murdoch and new owner granted rights to develop the wind project however everything was redacted from the PEIS
· Integrated Resource Planning- PUC required 60 persons to participate
· Environmental caucus could submit request freedom of information and force release the redacted information
5. Presentation by Josh Frost, from Progressive Democrats- 
· Can the environmental caucus help to co-sponsor an educational event to discuss Public Land Development Corp.- PLDC
· Other possible participants may be Kahea or Sierra Club
· Cynthia Rezentes- Education for the purpose of clear understanding on what the act does and does not do.  For example what kinds of properties will it address and exemptions should be clear, no guidelines are specifically expressed at the present- education before appeal or modification is critical
· Lynn is in agreement that all sides should be invited to participate
· Mary is suggesting that labor should be a part of it  
· Charlie thinks that labor should be involved and have the ability to state their case and also listen to ours
· Motion to be co-sponsor to create an educational forum regarding the PLDC- Tony seconded and motion was approved with unanimous approval
· Robin Kaye, Lynn Sager and Cynthia Rezentes are volunteering to chair- Mary wants to be a volunteer
6. Mary region 2 report-

· Mike and Mary have been canvassing for democratic candidate 

· Jeffery T Ono would like to be a guest speaker at one of our meetings

· PEIS  McKinley- Mike and Mary testified personally for the need for an alternative energy assessment tool; approx. 200 present; only few were pro wind (these were State agency involved people) 

· HECO has increased # of systems to the grid but they also raised their rates 

· Mary is restating that local should be studied and the first option

7. Bill Sager report-

· Bill has shared printed materials from Laura Thielen asking for repeal of PLDC- 

· Gary Hooser released 4 points opposing PLDC and reveals how the leg was passed without public input Lynn will email to everyone
8. Juanita Kawamoto report- 

· Bill Tam is still interested in getting the event -Food and Farm Sustainability forum going. 

· Government involvement  in Agro business Dev Corp. and need for transparency.

· Jessie Souki  should show the planning report
9. Charlie Ice report -
· State water commission had their regular meeting today and Charlie was present. 
· Neil Hannis_ from Kamehameha schools presented their planning project on Waialua agricultural lands- they had invested 10 mil. 
· Also other agricultural representatives were present and Charlie will try to enlist some of them to help our caucus.
10. Lynn Sager report:

11. We can be proud of what we have accomplished in the last 3 years- 


A. How can we re-established priorities and focus?


B. How can we re-energize our caucus and prevent burn-out?
· Phil- We have to work on watching the bad bills because they are inevitable and therefore we canʻt always control our agenda as much as we would like.
· Charlie- retreat events would get people involved- make some bold moves -write bold initiatives and make them figure out how to compromise with us. Example: mandatory elections?
· Lynn- create training programs-how to testify- - Use Olelo- 
· Cynthia- not everyone yet understands the ins and outs of legislative process, luc- cworms- dlnr- ; PLDC problem for example all the people yelling about repealing the act makes the problem worse; and for example purpose of scoping meetings.  Our role as educator is important.
· Mary- general meetings should have to have something interesting for people to vote on, we are bad on enrollment, we should teach attendees how to write a letter to a congressman or governor, and very important we need a group from our caucus in every district,  also if someone says I want to do this, there should be a support person.
· Juanita- hopefully we can get Wayne involved again as our communication person because he had some really good idea about involving people.
12. Unfinished business-

·  Should we no longer have open meetings

· Environmental caucus could submit request freedom of information and force release the redacted information from the PEIS for undersea cable and Big Wind
13. Next Executive committee meeting: December 12, 2012

14. Next General membership meeting: November 14, 2012 

15.  Adjourned at 8:16pm

Minutes Approved on January 9, 2012                    Lisa Hinano Rey, Secretary

