Minutes of the General Meeting of the Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii 9/18/11

Steering Committee members present: 

Lynn Sager, Mike DeWeert, Mary Guinger, Mike DeWeert, Gary Hooser, Anthony Austin

Steering Committee members Absent and Excused:  

Other Steering committee members absent: Lance Holter

Quorum Requirement: 15, 17 present (Including Bob King on Maui by phone)

Subcommittee chairs present: 

Bill Sager, Juanita Kawamoto, Charley Ice, Lisa Rey

Called to Order at 13:47 by Gary Hooser

1. Gary Hooser cannot meet during the week, just on weekends. That’s why we are scheduling weekend meetings for the general caucus. To run for congress, Gary will need more time, so we should start seeking replacement candidates for executive committee chair. (Final date TBD.) 

-- Discussion on timing of transition – how we get nominations, etc. 

2. Replacements for officers and steering committee should happen every 2 years, in the same week as state convention (in May of Even years). In the meantime, the steering committee can appoint the replacements for vacancies arising between elections. 

3. By law revision: need to change “Steering” to “Executive” committee.

4. Bylaws revisions: Update the Executive committee to include up to 7 more voting positions. (We currently have 4 officers + 3 at-large members) 

· Add executive committee positions for specific geographic areas /regions (Maui, Molokai, East Hawaii, West Hawaii, Kauai, Lanai). 

· Region committees: members of region steering committees must be residents of the region in question. 

· Question: Quorum requirements – do vacant positions count towards executive-committee quorum requirements?  Suggestion is that a quorum is 50% + 1 of the Filled positions (vacant seats do not count towards quorum requirements for executive committee)

· Question: Proxy voting  - should we allow proxy voting, and should we require special rules for proxy votes? Lots of discussion – mostly in opposition to proxy voting for executive committee.  

5.  Question on officers – what are officers? Bylaws speak of steering committee and officers, leading to confusion.  Question: quorum requirements need to be reflect possibility that an officer may also be a rep to SCC. (Because we don’t allow a person who is, for example, both vice-chair and SCC rep, to cast 2 votes. 

6. Question: Can sub-committee chairs become voting members of the Executive Committee? Answer: currently, they have to be elected or appointed.

7.  Motion: Vote to amend By laws to: a) rename steering committee, b) allow up to 7 new steering members (Molokai, Oahu, Lanai, East & West Hawaii, Maui, Kauai), c) define quorum of Executive committee to be 50% plus 1 of the non-vacant positions. Motion seconded. 

Discussion: Entire Executive committee is up for election in May 2012. Vacancies can be appointed by Executive Committee in the meantime. 

Motion to amend to allow 2 Oahu-specific committee members (Congressional District 1 – Oahu, Congressional District 2- Oahu)

Final Motion: 8 new steering members (Molokai, CD1 & CD 2 on Oahu, Lanai, East & West Hawaii, Maui, Kauai)

Question: Existing Executive Committee 

8. Vote: Bylaw Change Executive committee: 15 ayes, no nays, 1 abstention

9. Vote: Bylaw Change Quorum of Executive committee. 16 ayes, no nays

10. Vote: Bylaw Change 8 new executive committee members. 16 ayes. No opposed, no abstentions.

11.  Motion (Marjorie Ziegler): standing sub-committee chairs to be voting members of steering committee? Withdrawn after discussion. 

12. Lisa Rey: Letter to government from the caucus regarding sustainable-energy recommendations for Hawaii. Discussion: 

-Add all energy sources as considerations. 

- Do we want to carry all energy sources until we have a final decision, or can we move quickly and strategically?  

- Add a suggestion to make permitting easier for small businesses. 

- Make it easier to raise funds via bonds, etc, for funding sustainable energy projects. 

- Clarify and make explicit the Caucus’ preference for de-centralizing energy (versus big centralized) sources. Prefer island-specific energy projects. Can we make “wheeling” easier for small local energy sources? 

- Is this a position paper on Big Wind, or energy in general? A: Both. 

- Other issue: HEI organization & status. What will state government do? 

- firm de-centralized power. Local production.   

- Should avoid naming specific alt-energy companies in our letter? 

13.   Vote: Approve letter, with Executive-Committee word-smithing under Lisa Rey ‘s leadership. Unanimous approval. 15 ayes, no nays, no abstentions.

14. Next Executive-committee meeting is Wednesday, Sept 21. 

a. Nominees for executive committee: Juanita Kawamoto (CD 1), Matthew LoPresti (lives in CD 1 – Ewa beach). Charley Ice?, Cynthia Rezentes (If meeting schedule can be eased) CD 2?, Marjorie Ziegler?, Nathan Ortiz (CD 1). Bill Sager (CD2) will accept the position, if vacancies remain. 

b. Executive-committee meeting frequency – every 2 weeks is a good frequency – we have plenty of work to accomplish.  

15.    Propose adding ungulates and quarantine system be priorities fro 2011-2012 leg session.

16.  Need to identify issues for the Caucus to follow, and bills to push. Need to identify citizen advocates to push particular bills/issues in the legislature.  Suggestion: coordinate with allied organizations (Like ELN) to avoid duplication of effort.

17. Treasurer report: we have $1045.79.

Meeting Adjourned at 15:40

Minutes Approved on October 10, 2012.
