MINUTES of Executive Committee Meeting of the
Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii

Call to order: An Executive Committee Meeting on January 23,2013
Of the Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii at Democratic Party Headquarters. The meeting convened at 6:19pm with Chair, Lynn Sager presiding, and Lisa Rey as secretary.

In Attendance: Cynthia Rezentes, Mary Guinger, Barbara Borgnino , Charley Ice, Wayne Takata, Juanita Kawamoto, Bill Sager Lynn Sager and Lisa Rey

Chair’s Report 
· Mary has Questions of whether things can be added to the agenda, her topic is regarding Mike Gabbard
· Lynn Sager attending the opening at Capital -26 persons joined caucus at this time 
· Had a meeting with Laura Theilan
· Attended Aikea meeting 

Secretary’s report 
· Jan 9 minutes adjust to name: Mary opposed, Bill Mass, Juanita, and Cynthia with reservations
· Jan 9, 2013 minutes accepted with spelling corrections and changes above.

Treasurer’s report : Mike is absent, no report

Regional Reports

Lanai- 
· written report as sent in by Robin Kaye:
· discussion- invest $ to make it sustainable?
· how many currently opposed to wind farm development

Moloka'i Representative-
· Kanohowailuku Helm was previously against the windmills
· Walter Ritte- was previously pro windmills above Mo'omomi Bay
· Discussion regarding Molokai and whether we need General Membership Meeting on March 6 to select between these gentleman.
· Juanita can appoint Kanoho as a rep. of her subcommittee to work on GMO in the meantime.

Special Reports/Discussions
Report on WCC meeting with Prof. McCoy
· Dr. Floyd McCoy of WCC was interested in having point of contact, i.e. the Environmental Caucus in order to point students in the direction of legislative advocacy training in the future.  Not yet ready for seminar series but will continue to build sustainability programs on campus.
· Barbara will make sure that McCoy gets our newletter monthly, Bill will send the bill tracking information

Aikea Hawaii
· Bill Sager began the discussion regarding Aikea Hawaii who wants the Environmental caucus to promote repeal of the PLDC and to also promote Aikea's group (environmental and social agenda)
· Discussion followed about whether we can ask our members to help Aikea and join if Aikea is sometimes opposed to democrat candidates
· individual group vs coalition group
· Cant we work with them without joining the Aikea group?
· Unfinished business: We need a Coalition project policy when working with other organizations

Caucus Donation Policy 
· Lynn motion: postpone the vote on the policy
· Tony Austin still cant be sure whether we can return the $1000

Geothermal
· Charley ice—Request to clarify Geo Thermal sentiment on big island:
· Pele appeal foundation Palikapu still very contentious and still growing
· Puna constituency Representative Ruderman has reservations
· Representative Hanohano has reservations about geo-thermal
· Unfinished business- can Env. Caucus launch polling program via Free polling on facebook?
· Unfinished business-Watch for bill redefining geothermal as a mineral- rights to geothermal energy becomes public trust

GMO 
· Question from Charlie who is responsible for water rights on North shore and Kunia
· Do we know what are the GMO growers crop practices and impacts on resulting ground water contamination?
· Who filled spot in dept of agriculture who oversees pesticide use requirement.
· Need monitoring and use and a lawsuit to bring awareness to pesticide problems
· Cynthia says to go talk to the new guy in dept of Ag and look at rules etc- every pesticide coming in the state must follow guidelines.

Committee Reports

Natural Resources Report 12 bills on invasive species
· Oahu general plan is under review- full of inconsistencies
· 10 endangered species- 2 on turtles
· doe care - enforcement of West Hawaii fisheries
· HB 104 - oppose bill to include hunting sheep pig deer and wild cattle

Outreach Subcommittee Chair 
· Discussion on social media and outreach tools
· Barbara has ideas about media, educators, constituencies, politicians
· Phone idea : we should know what district each live in, poll a fun question, engage to know what they have an interest in.
Food and Farm Sustainability Report 
· Friday everything will be coming out, Juanita won’t report on bills until they come out
· Nancy Redfeather was the host of Vandana speech
· Juanita is working with Jessica Wooley ,now chair of Agriculture in the House.
· State of the State address: Big Island Tomato farmer Waimea Organic veterans farm- Wow Farms
· Farmers are feeling discriminated against because the agricultural dev. corp is making arbitrary decisions
· Feeling is that GMO is going to pass in the senate but will be hard in the House
· We need to be careful about how we get feedback about what folks on the neighbor islands are really feeling- MOLOKAI residents felt that First Wind did everything correctly. Konoho Helm is being asked to represent anti big wind on top of lands that they want to put GMO crops- would prefer to see windmills over luxury home development, they want to self sustainable and independent

Energy and Climate Change Report Mike DeWert is absent Mary has a report
· Gabbard 3 bills on solar credits- SB 11SB 12; SB623
· Chris Lee chair of house of rep energy and there are 34 bills coming before them

Unfinished business: Discussion on Subcommittees are the crux of what we do how long should their reports be?
Mary has idea: we should go before Gov Abercrombie
Jessica Wooley had Bill and Lynn for lunch and Bill mentioned agricultural priorities.
Motion: Holt, Karen attorney for Molokai should be invited to speak on March 6, 2012
Share me / meeting in town 
Meeting adjourned at: 9:28

Minutes Approved ____Feb. 11, 2013.          

Secretary_____Lisa Hinano Rey.
